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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please = te that as from 7th.March 2000 the -cretary's new
address -<i11 be 21 Tannery Drive, Bury St.Eawands, Suffolk,
IP33 2SD The telephone number will remain the same, 01284
754906.

REUNION 2000

This year's Reunion will take place at the University of York
over the weekend of Sat/Sun, 29th/30th July. With the
recruitment last year of a number of Canberra members it is
to be hoped that we will be able to make up at least half a
table for a mini Canberra Reunion at Dinner.

We all know that with the passing years it becomes a greater
effort each year to make our way to York on these occasions
but the thought of rejoining friends from so long ago and
reliving the comradeship of those years will, no doubt, act
as a spur to get us on our way and we look for a good turnout

after managing to outlive the last century. Dinner will be
available .in the College on Friday night for the early
arrivals who have pre-paid. For those other regulars, the

programme will be familiar and as follows. To save work, if
any member has their last year's name badge which is still

usable please make the appropriate remark on the back of the
booking form.

Saturday, 29th.July

12 Noon -4:00 pm.GET-TOGETHER in Langwith Bar & Lounge
1:30 pm Sandwiches,coffee,etc,available for
those who have ordered.

6:00 pm Reception in Langwith Bar

7:00 pm Dinner - Langwith Dining Hall

At this time it is not known who will be our Guest Of Honour.
Sunday, 30th.July

10:00 am Assemble by the Beck, Barmby Moor for a

short March to the Church for 10:30am Service
during which a page of the Roll of Honour
will be turned.
11:50 am approx. Wreath-laying at Squadron memorial on old
Pocklington airfield.
1200 noon Dispersal, after which members may wish to
visit Elvington Air Museum and have lunch in the NAAFI. Any
member who might wish to board and look over the Halifax
please notify the Secretary who will make the necessary
arrangements, if possible on the day.

PRUNERY

THE MOST HIGHLY DEROGATORY ORDER OF THE IRREMOVABLE FINGER
(Patron:Pilot Officer Prune) has this month been awarded to
Pupil Pilot --—---—---- for Conspicuous Ability to Detect Even
the Slightest Little Thing Wrong.

Detailed to take up a trainer aircraft, No 80, he climbed
into an aircraft whose number was 61 and started it up. it
fired for a few revolutions and he then reported by R/T to
the Control Tower that his engine was running very roughly.
He was informed that this was to be expected as he was in an
unserviceable aircraft, which was minus the propeller.
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In the November Newsletter mention was made of a book written
by Jim Richard'kp and members will note that Jim die ™ shortly
after this on\_Jith.November. At his funeral on 3ra_ ecember
the Association was represented by Bill Graham with whom Jim
flew a couple of Operations. The following article about his
crew's first Operation is taken from Jim's book, "Memories of
World War Two". For:sa ISprog! —crew, Berilin was not—a
particularly soft target with which to start a tour. This was
written a few days after the Op.

AN ESPECIALLY MEMORABLE OP.

Out early to the kite, had a game of Pitch & Toss with the
ground crew while we were waiting.

Lining up for take-off was a nice sight, all in single file
round the peri track.

Take-off uneventful and climbing very nicely, breaking cloud
(10/10) over the North Sea was a most impressive sight: we
were in the midst of hundreds of aircraftt, all flying above
what looked like a mass of cotton wool.

Bit of flak heralded the coast - by this time it was dark and
it was very consoling to see the PFF track markers coming up
in the distance, which proved that we were dead on track.
There were by now more flares and some scarecrows, large
bright red glows in the sky that 1looked 1like shot down

arreraft., We also noticed at this time what looked like
rocket shells, tailed streaks which dimmed after a while then
apparently altered direction with renewed power. About this

time we passed over more track markers giving us more
confidence, and sets of three fighter flares were being
dropped occasionally. Shertly after: this, Taffy, the rear
Gunner, reported an FW190 approaching rear down, we
corkscrewed and threw him off.

The Target was visible a good distance off and when the photo
flashes exploded, all the puffs of ack-ack showed up over the
target. I set up the Mk.XIV Bombsight and prepared to bomb
on Wanganui as all the way was cloud. The PFF markers were
comparatively easy to distinguished from the German spoofs.
We came in dead on, due to jolly good navigating by Ginger
and I didn't have to give any corrections except the course
to Ken, the skipper, and we passed smack over the centre of
the flares. I let the bombs go, pushed the jettison bar,
and after checking found that the incendiaries on station 1
had hung up.

Just out of the target area, where we had no difficulty with
flak, Taffy (R/G) had trouble with his oxygen and, as we
learned later, had actually passed out. Ernie (F/E) saw to
him although he couldn't do anything and he recovered OK.

The fires, or reflections through the clouds were visible
now, up to about fifty miles from the target. I popped back
to take a couple of astro shots. There were the same three
fighter flares cropping up, mostly on our port and they
continued pretty well to the coast.

Tried to clear bombs over the sea, but no joy.

On arriving back near Pocklington, having come down to about

2000Fft., we stooged around with neo sign eof it, or in fact,
anything, except 10/10 cloud. We - spofted - a . .couple of
searchlights through the cloud who must have realised our
trouble and tried to home us. At-=1500 ft. we made R/T

contact with Base but could still see nothing. My position
was up in the nose, suddenly there was a crash, my bombing



panel shg*tered and the aircraft vibrated terz¢yly. Ken, the
Skipper, aid, "You'll never guess what I've d_e". The kite
was shaking like a leaf and it didn't seem as though it would
maintain airspeed. If ever I've have been near Death it was
then when it tried to shake hands with me, but I pulled mine
back just in time. I dashed back into the 2nd dickie seat
and on looking out saw that the starboard inner was belching
flames, so we feathered it. Then I could see the tip of the
prop was off and the air intake flattened. "We hit the
deck", commented Ken, "or something attached to it".

A canopy of Sandra lights gleamed ahead through a break in
the clouds and we lost no time in landing. It was Leconfield
and were we glad to see the ground and feel it beneath us!
We saw that the engine was flattened around the air intake
and my perspex bombing panel was shattered. It was what
might be described as a 'shakey do'. After debriefing we
waited for transport to Pock, and finally got to bed about
7:30am ( perchance to dream!!).

It was subsequently found that the aircraft had a broken main
spar in the starboard wing. The altimeter was not reading
correctly and the trees we hit were on the topr of The 700 ft:
hills near Pocklington.

THE BELLS ARE NOW RINGING

On the morning of 30th.January St.Catherine's Church, Barmby
Moor was full as the Dedication of the Restored and Reordered
Tower and Bells was conducted by the Archbishop of York. No
bells had been rung at the church for some thirty years and
the new peal of six bells rang out magnificiently over the
surrounding village and countryside. The work inside the
church at the tower end has enhanced the building and, as the
Archbishop pointed out in his sermon, there is no doubt that
the church has the finest toilets in the Diocese. Five
members of the Association attended by invitatieon  to
represent 102 Squadron at a Service which was simple but very
impressive. The name of the Association, with the names of
others making donations to the Appeal, 1iIs inscribed on an
illuminated scroll at the foot of the tower.

Unfortunately, as with most construction works, and although
much of the finishing was done voluntarily by members of the
Parish, the delay between the start and completion of the
project has meant a gap between the estimated and actual
costs which has left a deficit of some £25,000 and the Parish
now has to decide how they can raise this money.

BOMBER COMMAND ASSOCIATION.
The Chairman of the Bomber Command Association has written to
point out that many Associations are tinding: I difficult to
continue their activities at the level they would wish. As a
result they are proposing to discuss the matter at the AGM on
24th.June when it will be suggested that members of Squadron
Associations wishing to do so may join the BCA, for which all
former members of 102 Squadron are eligible, anyway. Indeed,
anyone may join the BCA as an Associate Member.
It is suggested that in so doing members will be able to
maintain contacts and even enlarge them through their data
base. The proposal will be discussed at the AGM but, as at
present, we as an Association are holding our own, it is not
envisaged that we will be throwing in the towel for a year or
two yet.






