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A Female Pilot at Pocklington!
ATA Pilot Eleanor Lettice Curtis in a Pocklington Halifax
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102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association Reunion
Saturday/Sunday May 7/8th 2016

In 2016 we will be holding the reunion on the same weekend as the Flying Man
Festival in Pocklington

Our Chairman Harry Hughes has offered to give a public talk about his time in
the RAF similar to the one given by Tom Sayer in 2015.

The format will be as in previous years:

Saturday 7™ May
e Dinner at the Wolds Gliding Club on 6.30 pm for 7.00pm.

e Dr Daniel Ellin is coming to talk to us about the International Bomber
Comma nd Memorial Centre and Memorial in Lincoln.

Sunday 8™ May
e Service at St Catherine’s Church Barmby Moor at 10.45am;

e Wreath laying at the airfield memorial next to the Wolds Gliding Club followed
by light refreshments in the clubhouse at 12 Noon.

¢ One of the Many — The story of a Navigator in Bomber Command at
Pocklington and in Pathfinders. — A talk by Harry Hughes DFC, DFM, AE &
Bar, FICS at 6.00pm at All Saints Church, Pocklington.

We hope to have the Hercules engine and the very large model Halifax in
Pocklington over the weekend together with the marvellous model of RAF
Pocklington built by Bernard Ross.

Keep an eye on the Flying Man Festival Website:
http://www.pockflyingman.org. uk/index.html

The full programme for this year is not on the website yet but you can see a little
of what is planned below

A booking form is enclosed, please return as soon as possible but no later than 30"
April so that we can organise the dinner accordingly. Please mention if a vegetarian
option is required. The talk by Harry Hughes is now at 6.00pm

Accommodation for Veteran Squadron members at the
William Wilberforce Home, West Green, Pocklington
Bernard Kennedy has again invited any veteran Squadron member together with a
partner or guest to stay in his rest home for the reunion weekend. This offer also

applies to wives and widows of Squadron members. Tom Sayer stayed there for last
year's reunion and Tom and Harry Hughes stayed again for Remembrance Day.
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The home opened the ye:
before last; it is moder
extremely well equipped ar
very comfortable. It
¢ located just around i
corner from the Gliding Clt
and overlooks the ma
| isene..... : runway. The staff are ve
friendly and it really is a very pleasant place to stay as Bernard’s guests.

If you feel you can make it to Pocklington this year you will be very well looked aft
at the William Wilberforce. Two booklngs have already been made so you will be
good company.

This is on a first come first served basis so to make a booking, please gi\
Bernard Kennedy a ring on 01759 302294 or mobile 07908630244 to let hi
know which nights you wish to stay.

The Gus Walker Memorial Seat, Pocklington Airfield

Members will remember from the last newsletter that the bench needs replacin
. The bench was installed in 19¢
so it has lasted 28 years

Following the death of Emn
Fenton (See below under N
Forgotten) his son David ve
generously suggested th
donations at the funeral go to 1(
(Ceylon) Squadron Association fi
the new Gus Walker bench. This
« particularly appropriate as Gi
and Ernie knew each other we
having played together in the RA
Rugby team earlier in the war. Tt
Association subsequently receive
a significant donation from Dav
Fenton for which we wish to record our grateful thanks.

The Pocklington Post printed Ernie’s obituary, including details of the donation a fe
weeks later, it also appeared on the internet on the newspapers website. Yo
Secretary then received a phone call offering to pay the remaining cost of the benc
on condition that the donors remain anonymous. This donation and the conditic
were of course accepted and our thanks are recorded here for such a magnifice
gesture. The bench has been ordered in time for Sunday 8™ May.

The bench will now have two plaques remembering Gus and Ernie together with tt
squadron name engraved in between. Colin Stevens and his colleagues at tt
Gliding Club have generously offered to fix the bench in position.
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Dr Daniel Ellin — 2016 Reunion Dinner Speaker

International
BOMBER COMMAND CENTRE

A Story of Discovery, Education & Remembrance

internationalbcec.co.uk

The International Bomber Command Centre (IBCC) is being created to provide a
focal point for recognition, remembrance and reconciliation for Bomber Command.

Dan is the Archive and Exhibition Curator for the International Bomber Command
Centre. The project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund until December 2018.
Specifically, he is the Project Manager of the International Bomber Command Digital
Archive at Lincoln University.

Dan was recently awarded a doctorate from Warwick University. His thesis
examined the lives, emotional responses and coping strategies of RAF and WAAF
Bomber Command ground personnel during the Second World War. His research
was funded by the Economic and Social Research Council.

It is the team led and trained by Dan that has been interviewing Bomber Command
veterans and a number of our veterans have already been seen.

He hopes to find some information about 102 (Ceylon) Squadron for his
presentation.

The site in Lincoln is still under construction and as a result it cannot yet be opened
to the public. The Lincolnshire Bomber Command Memorial Trust, in partnership
with the University of Lincoln, aims to open the Centre in 2017.

As of October last year, the Memorial has been opened to the public through pre-
booked tours.

Places are limited to 40 people per date. Booking is essential and can only be made
via email to events@internationalbcc.co.uk. The guided tours will include the
Memorial Spire and Walls, a progress report on the site to date and background to
Bomber Command and the overall project. There is no formal charge for this tour,
however donations will be asked for on the day.

The address of the centre for those who wish to write is:

International Bomber Command Centre, 13 Cherry Holt Road, Bourne, Lincs. PE10
9LA
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102{(Ceylon) Squadron’ASsociation:

; ; w 3 Notificati
e Public group Share ~ Notifications

For those with computer access, the Association now has a Group Facebook si
This means that anyone can post information or pictures, the site description
follows:

“This Facebook page welcomes all those who served on the squadron and th
families together with all friends of the Asscciation. The aim of this group is
share images, knowledge, stories, items and events of historical or current inten
about 102 (Ceylon) Squadron, the Association and Bomber Command.

The aims of the 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association are as follows:

a) To keep alive the history of the squadron and its members;

b) To hold an annual reunion and to commemorate Remembrance Day;
¢) To receive subscriptions and produce a newsletter.

We welcome your photos and memories of the Squadron from the past, y«
contributions are valuable to the group.

We have a number of existing members following the page and we have alrez
found new members by being on line.

The Association also has a page on Pinterest, which is for pictures only, togett
with a short description.

The sites are found by opening Pinterest and type in “102 (Ceylon) Squadron”, op
Facebook and type in the full title of the Association.

Flying Man Festival - History

The annual Flying Man Festival is held in honour of Pocklington's most infamc
Flying Man Thomas Pelling. The Festival lasts three days over a weekend in V
and there is an array of exciting and interesting activities to take part in and watch.

Thomas was a travelling showman who toured the country offering his amazing d:
devil exploits "flying” from building to building. He came to Pocklington in 1733
display his courage and expertise. But sadly, as he descended from the roof of
Saints to The Star Inn, his complicated mechanism of ropes and pulleys failed z
he came to an untimely end. You will find his memorial plaque outside on the chui
wall by the East window.






